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When ¥Mrs. Robert W. de Forest, the present cwner of B Wash-
irgton Square wes Bsked for certain information concernirg detes
of alterations to the house, she very kindly offered to put in
writing her remembrances as regerds the house and its histery.
Howéver, she rrotested earnestly azainst the fact thet #8 had been
the subjeot of the survey instead of #7, where she lives, From
prelinminary investigation, the Distriet Officer had found tﬁat 48
wes as little changed on the imterior as any of the houses in "The
Row"; furthermore, Mrs. de Forest was spending the winter in Californis
and it would heve been impossible to make the survey during her absence.

Mrs. Qe TForest, becsuse of her interest in her own house has
written e rather complete history of it, with s few additional notes
concerning #8. However, much of the material refers to the whole
row of houses and therefore applies to #8 as well as #7,.

Mr. Johnston, ¥rs. de Forest's fathey, was the first president
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and her husband, Robert W. de Forest,
was the seocnd presddent of the same wuseum, serving until his death
three years ago. She herself is now 83 years old, but retsining a
remarkably clear memory of the events of & full life.

Because of Y¥Mrs. de Forest's intimate knowledge of these houses

and the neighborhocd, it has seemed well tc present here her notes,

exactly as she wrote them. éikkAJ\ f‘€;£?1ib\

Vims Dewe
Distriet Officer.
May 11,1924
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This house was owned by a Seotehman, John MeGregor, Jr.,end
I think was built by him. He was en intimate frierd of my grand-
father, John Johnston, who was also & Scotchran. When my grandfather
was abread in 1832 and 1833, and was buying or ordering things for
his own: house, No.7 VWashington Squere, he generally ordered cuplicates
for his two neighbors, Mr. Melregor &t No.B and Mr. Saul Alley at No.
8. That is why all these houses had approximetely the same Itallen
white marble mentels and French gilt and bronze chandeliers, with
candelabras to match.

After 1 had, in 1879, inherited hy grendmcther's house at Xo.7
Weshington Square, and we, the R.W. de F. family, were living there,
the houses Nos. 1,2,5,6 and B came into the market, ani we bought them
ell, pertly 4o protect the light and air in our reer and partly so that
we might sell these houses to friends whom we wﬁuld like to heve as
neighbors. Ve digyosed of 81l the othor houses but I still own No.B
and have rented it to frierds. Fortunstely for us ¥o.8 was not rentad
in 1904 when we deoided to teke 25 feet off the ernd cof thst lot and
build & "Pottery Museum" there.

No. 8 was originally only twe rcoms deep, Just eg Wo.7 and ¥o.8
and most of the other houses were. 1 cannot exactlﬁ remermber when the

new dining rcom was build there, but I am almest sure that it was 1887,
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There used tc be a balustrade exactly the seme em all the
rﬁofs of the houses. This balustrade has been removed sxcept on
houses Nos. 12 and 13, on the corner of Fifth Averue., The old balus-
trade can be seen there. It was very beautiful but net very practical,
The snow used to collisct back of it and although I wss ong of the last
ovners to remové it from my roof I was finally convinced that it was
danperous to iry and take care of the snow behind the balustrade.

The attic windows on the fronts of the houscs had a kind of
Grecian mouldirg fitied into them. These mouldings were pretty but
they also have been removed by everybody except the houses Fos.1Z and
13, where they cen be seen today. The front windows in the attics were
very emall and the panelis which were attached to the windew freames by
hooks, cut out more than half of the light., Most pecple in the "Row"
used the rear rooms only for their servants, but I needed more symce
than that end I obtained it by tsking the ornavental panels out of the
windows.

At the foot of the front steps there were alternating black and
white marble squares, about 10 or 12 inghes gguare, which were placed
in biass alternation. This held good alsc in the pathwey going toward
the basement door. These marble slebs, or squares, becema very much
broken up through so meny years' use and finally everybody, I thin&,
has rerwoved -them.

Cutside of the iron railings there used to be foot serapers to
rerove elthrer mud or snow I suppese, before one went up the theaufiful

white marble steps. Fach house had thess serapers. The remaics of
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my seraper were here & year or two ago when I hed gome iren work
en the front gate repaired and the people whoe did the work took it
upon themselves to throw away my seraper. I think one or two serapers
are still extant. No. 10 may have one. They really gave a very old
fashioned look to the front of the house.
Another thing haé to be done away with by orders of the authorities.
Each house hed little gutters running from the pgrass plots cut to the
street, Walter from the melted snow and rein off the roof ran from the
drain pipe into the little gutter across the pavement. The authorities
obliged us to remove these because they said people tripped over them.
Only one serious change was mede in the irside of No.7. There used
to be columns between the parlor and the drawing room and the big mehog-
eny doors siipped in between these two pairs of cclumns. These columns
were very handsome and in most of the other houses they are still in
place, but w had a number of large pieces of furniture and found the
cojumns very much in the way. We experimented with taking one down end
then took them ell down. I have always been a little sorry about this.
The special reason that I have been sorry you chose the exterior
of Mo« as your medel is that there have been more changes there than
in any of the other houses except No.3 (which was completely altered
into a foundling ssylum). In the first plece I do not like the hedge
in front of Yo.8. Nobody ever had hedges arcund the greass plots in the
early days, and they have isken away the grassz and put down gravel instead

on the two smell plots. Then worst of all one of my early tenants in
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that houze brought heme from Paris two roosters, or ss she oalled l-% B
them "My Cocks", and yut them at the foot of the steps. This was

in 1908 or 1909,

Written May 10,1834

B , At
Jéﬁ;/m% %/ﬁéz» %Z//grac -
Mrs. Robert¥ W. de Forest,

7 Washington Sguare North
New York City. '

Approved: mAA ) O-W ’{;}?’P&r\
W /73¢, 7. Ca'%““—
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ADDITIONAL NOTES N.Y.
Regarding "The Row" of houses 31- Nevo
on Worth Washington Sguare v %

Written after consulting Officials of
Sailors*' Snug Harbor, Owners of the land

The leaders id this movement to lease land and build houses
ot ¥orth Weshington Square sppear to have heen James Boorman,
John Johnston end John Mbrriaﬁn.

There were orizinally 14 plots, which meant about 274 feet
for sach plot but the owners of the plots from Wo.8 to No. 14 wished
to widen their plots and decided to eliminate No.l4 and divide the
extra land between thesa 8 lots, making them sach about 20 feel wide.

¥r. Johuston took two lots, Nos.B and 7, but wishing a larger
1ot for hlmself made his Yo.B8 lot Yo mateh the narrower lots from
Yo.l to No.5, thus waking his Wo.6 lot about 275 feet and zaining
2% extra feet, that is, a totel of 32 feet 4 inches, which hekes his
house a little widsr than any other house in "The Row".

I arrend a fow notes sent to me by the present Comptroller of
"The Sailore' Snug Harbor in the City of New York"™, the owner of all

the land, but not of the houses.
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'. Houses on North Washington 3quars Ny
1and leased from Saillors' Snug Harbor : ’
Leased for 21 years from Mey I, 1831 a1 Neyo
Leasad to Assigned to 2
1ot ¥o. Year
1. Williem B. lawrence 1855 Sterhen Allen
2¢ Willlam B. lawrenoce 1833 Sheperd Enapp

3. Henry Renkin

4, Samuel Thomnson 1833 Judge Omkley

5. FEdward A. Wilenll 1833 Jamez Talmadge

6. John Johnston 1823 Sanl Alley

7. John Johnston John Johnston

8., John Johnston 1831 John Meclregor,Jr.

s 1852 Mrs. Mary Macofregor,widow of
. JeMee G.Jr.

9. John Morrison John ¥Vorrison
Leter George Griswold
Es

10. John Yorrison Williem Felly

Later John €. Green
11: Thomas Suffern Thomas Suffern
12. James Boorman Saausl Downer

1%, James Boorman Jumes Boorman
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Trom Seilorst Snugzy Harbhor
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"Response to vour letter of the 16th has been somewhat
delsyed due to pressure of other matters;, and time necessary to
eongult our resords, but I am now happy to reply to your gquestions
as follows:
"Acecording to ocur records the lots cu North Washington Square
were leased for 2] years from Mey 1, 1831,
"iceording to the record, in Septenbsr, 1831, appliosztion was
made to the Board of Trustees by Messrs Boormen,Johnston and John
HMorrison to merge the eight lots leased by them from the Trustees
into seven lots 'te suit their purpose!, which application was granted,
end there was & nmerging of the lots, premises ¥o.7 belng lncrsased
from & frontaze of 27.3 %o 32.4 feet, and ‘he other lots being incress-
ed, resulting in the lot nearest to Fifth Avenue Dbelng eliminated en=-
tirely, so that there are only 13 now in the strip as amainst 14 formerly.
"The tMucfOregor' who is listed above as-having been permitted to
take parts of Wog.8 ard 9 was apparently Jokhn Yaelregor,Ur., as in
1852 e lesest was made of premises No.2 Tor a psriod of 21 yesrs to'Mrs,

sl

Mary YMecGreger, widow of Jolm Yecbregor,Jr. decemsed," which refers to
lease nade April 30,1831, to said John MacSreger of Tperis of lots”.

"The slove, as 1s s0 often The cuwte in dealins with old records,

is rather involvead.®
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¥Mrs. Rotert W, de Forest
7T Feshington Squere, ¥Yorth
Yew Yorw City.
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